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higher imaginations.9 The advantage of being a royal favourite,
if coupled with these precautions, cannot hurt; if severed from
them,6it maketh her Majesty more fearful and shadowy, as not
knowing her own strength.* What prophetic vision! what wis-
dom! what subtlety! what coldness of heart! in short, what a
different soul from Essex! The shrewd seer dedicated the first
edition of his Essays in the following February, not to Essex but
to Anthony Bacon, his brother.

Essex could no more change his nature than a leopard be rid
of its spots. As the English ambassador in France said, he would
ruin himself, for he was better able to throw a court into dis-
order than contribute to its order. Early in 1597 he was in the
Jsulks over a post which he wanted for his friend, Sir Robert
Sidney, though the Queen herself, as well as the Cecils, favoured
another candidate. Elizabeth swore that she would break him
of his will and pull down his great heart, which he inherited
from his mother's side. Failing for Sidney, he stood himself as
a candidate, intending later to retire m Sidney's favour; and he
embarked his whole credit and prestige against the Queen's
nominee, Elizabeth refused him, whereupon he saddled his
horses and was about to retire into the country, when she sent
for him, and offered him the office of Master of the Ordnance,
thus saving his face and appeasing him. She had work for him
to do.

Cadiz had roused Philip II from his lethargy. Seizing a can-
delabrum, he vowed that he would pawn that rather than not
be revenged. In fact, he went bankrupt, and the eddies of his
failure rippled through Italy where merchants whimsically re-
marked that they would be able to date events from the year in
which the King of Spain and they proved bankrupts together.
But a bankrupt king was not without resources, and it was a
new Armada in preparation that made the services of Essex
needful. After some argument it was decided to prepare an ex-
pedition with a double object: to destroy the Spanish fleet in its
port of FerroL, and afterwards waylay the West Indian treasure
fleet at the Azores. Essex insisted on sole command - and at last
got it. He was happy, and therefore the Court was happy. And